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soned their envoys and put them in chains. The elder bro-
ther of Chanda Sahib was glad at the turn of events, cha-
racterized the defeat of Mahfuz Khan as a jud^ernent
inflicted on him by Providence, and entreated Dupleix to
take steps for the liberation of Chanda Sahib and to inflict
further measures of pmr shiiient on Anwaru'd-din Khan's
sons. Dupleix had always clearly perceived the necessity
of winning over the goodwill of the Poligar chiefs who
formed the feudal backbone 'of the Carnatic administra-
tion.

The killedars of the neighbourhood, so far as the ideas
expressed by them in their replies to Dupleix 'R messages,
are reflected by the Diarist, An find a Ranga Pillai, were
not annoyed at the defeat of Mahfuz Khan or fit the senti-
ments expressed by the French Governor. The Hlledar
of Timiri condemned the action of the Mnhwirrndans in
having imprisoned the three French envovs and declared
that their proper coups'1 was to be Pviendly with the French
sa far as possible. Muhammad M^yan of Ohi'VmVaram
expressed similar sentiments; and the chief of Krmin-
snizhi wrote of his condemnation of the attitude of Mahfuz
Khan.

- "When it was known at Pondi cherry that the old Na-
wab was suffering from acufo diarrhoea and thnt written
instructions had been despatched bolh to Mahfuz Khan *md
t,o Muhammad Ah', not to move from their stations, Dup-
leix became more open. Ma-hfnz Klinn's nrlvnn^e from
vSiiperiimbii/lur further east and Husain Sahib's conti-
nued detention of the Frfwh prisojiora at A root crave him
further jns+ifU'ntioru He schemed bolcllv for the relense
of Chanda Sahib12 from Marntha captivity and for the de-
position of Amvnru'd-din and his two sons from rule.

12.           In thp first draft of the letter to bn sent to thp Marathas, *t waa

written: 'Tf you seTid Chftnda Sahib, T C^npToix) will bo reftpoTisiblo for
the money payable by him ' The Diarist su^gnstofT that his mRBter should
not commit himself to the obligation of a ransom in that explicit- way;
and consequently tho following words vT^r? substituted: 'As regards the
amount for whifh Chanda Sahib holds himself liable, I (Duplcix) will
endeaTour to collect it, as your agent.' 'T will nso all my infhienr-e to PTI-
snre that this money reaches you. Without my help he would not V able
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to collect a cash. ' It appear? from Eann;a Pillai 's Diari/ that Nawab
Safdnr All, shortly before hia nRsassination, had promisod hia mother
to ransom Ahid Sahib, the son of Chandfi Sahib, by paying five laths of
rupees, and that his a.^ont, Kasi Daa Bufckanji, had boen antually ^VTI
that amount. Tlipse lottfTH uf Pnpleix were ftent OT. "Dor- inb"r 5, nl^n^
with a letter to Muhammad All Khan, the elder brother of Chandn ftnhib
and another to the latter from the wife of Chanda Sahib, imploring him
that this was the proper time for him to advance against Arco/t and im-
prison Anwara'd-dm, with tlie help of breach guns and sepoys and the